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OPENING OF THE FIRST NATIONAL ITALIAN FESTIVAL - ADELAIDE 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 1976. 
MR. VENTURA; DR. FEDELE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 
THANKS FOR ASKING ME TO JOIN YOU TODAY AT THE START OF THE FIRST NATIONAL 
ITALIAN FESTIVAL, AND WHAT BETTER WAY TO START AN ITALIAN FESTIVAL THAN 
WITH A PROCESSION AND A CARNIVAL. 
• • • ' „" i • ' . • • • • . . 
OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS, THE PEOPLE OF ADELAIDE WILL BE ABLE TO WATCH, 
HEAR AND TASTE DIFFERENT PARTS OF ITALIAN CULTURE. THERE WILL BE OPERA, 
FILMS, TRADITIONAL ART, EXPERIMENTAL ART, ITALIAN FOOD AND DRINK, AND 
MANY OTHER ATTRACTIONS; EVERYONE WILL FIND SOMETHING THEY LIKE. 
WHILE FESTIVALS SUCH AS THIS ARE TO BE ENJOYED, THEY ALSO SHOW THE 
COMMUNITY HOW MUCH WE OWE TO THE VARIOUS NATIONAL GROUPS WHICH HAVE 
SETTLED IN AUSTRALIA. 
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THE LARGEST GROUP IN RECENT YEARS HAS BEEN THE ITALIAN COMMUNITY, AND 
ITALIAN PEOPLE HAVE HAD A TREMENDOUS IMPACT ON AUSTRALIA, PHYSICALLY AND 
CULTURALLY. 
ITALIANS HAVE SHARED US WITH THEIR TRADITIONS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE, AND 
THOSE INFLUENCES HELPED MAKE AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY DIVERSE AND MULTI-CULTURAL 
WE HAVE LEARNT OF THE UNIQUE RICHNESS OF ITALIAN SOCIETY AND WE HAVE SEEN 
FOR OURSELVES HOW IT SHAPES OTHER COUNTRIES. ' ; 
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IN PARTICULAR, THE ITALIAN PEOPLE HAVE SHOWN US THAT THE ARTS, CRAFTS 
AND OTHER CULTURAL INFLUENCES ARE NOT DIVORCED FROM THE LIVES OF AVERAGE 
PEOPLE. THE ITALIAN TRADITION THAT CULTURAL ACTIVITIES ARE BOTH WIDE 
RANGING AND PART OF DAY TO DAY LIFE HAS HELPED AUSTRALIANS REALISE THAT 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES ARE FOR EVERYONE. 
THE ITALIAN PEOPLE, WITH THEIR HISTORY OF ARTISTIC AND CREATIVE 
INVOLVEMENT, HAVE AN APPRECIATION OF BEAUTY AND EXCELLENCE WHICH EXTENDS 
THROUGHOUT THEIR COMMUNITY. 
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AUSTRALIANS NOW REALISE THE IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY OF SUCH AN ATTITUDE, 
AND AVERAGE WORKING PEOPLE WANT TO JOIN IN ACTIVITIES WHICH ALLOW THEM 
TO MAKE THEIR LIVES MORE ENJOYABLE, MORE REWARDING AND MORE STIMULATING. 
CREATIVE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES ARE NOT DIVORCED FROM THE MAJORITY OF 
PEOPLE - THEY EXIST TO BENEFIT THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY, NOT JUST A FEW 
MEMBERS OF IT. OUR PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT SHOULD BE INFLUENCED BY OUR 
CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT. OUR CITIES SHOULD REFLECT THE BEAUTY AND CREATIVITY 
OF A SOCIETY WHICH DOES NOT PUT CULTURE AWAY IN A SEPARATE COMPARTMENT. 
ITALY HAS GIVEN THE WORLD A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF BUILDING A COUNTRY IN 
WHICH ELEGANCE AND EXCELLENCE ARE THE GOALS. 
THE ITALIAN PEOPLE ARE GIVING AUSTRALIA THAT TRADITION. THEY ARE 
INFLUENCING OUR ARCHITECTURE, OUR MUSIC, OUR FUN, OUR WAY OF LIVING AND 
OUR WILLINGNESS TO LOOK FOR SOMETHING BETTER IN LIFE. 
THIS FESTIVAL IS AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW THAT THE ITALIAN SPIRIT 
HAS ADAPTED TO AUSTRALIA WITH CHARACTERISTIC VITALITY AND ORIGINALITY. 
MY GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES AND SUPPORTS FESTIVALS WHICH SHOW THAT AUSTRALIAN 
PEOPLE HAVE MANY HOMELANDS. WE CAN CELEBRATE THE RICHNESS OF OUR DIVERSITY 
WITHOUT BEING DIVISIVE OR COMPETITIVE, AND ALL THE GROUPS IN THE COMMUNITY 
CAN SHARE IN THE CELEBRATIONS OF PARTICULAR NATIONALITIES. 
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IN ALL OUR POLICIES WE WANT TO HELP ETHNIC COMMUNITIES MAINTAIN THEIR 
CULTURAL IDENTITIES AND TO ADD THEIR CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS TO THE LIFE 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE ITALIAN PEOPLE IN THE STATE . 
AND WE HAVE PROVIDED MANY SERVICES AFTER VARIOUS GROUPS HAVE TOLD US OF 
THEIR NEEDS. RECENTLY THE GOVERNMENT AGREED TO PROVIDE LAND FOR AN 
ITALIAN OLD FOLKS HOME AFTER YOUR COMMUNITY TOLD US OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH 
ELDERLY ITALIANS FACE IF THEY NEED TO GO INTO A HOME IN WHICH EVERYONE 
ELSE SPEAKS ENGLISH. .•/ 
. • 8. • 
,WE WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE, AND WE WERE GLAD THAT WE COULD HELP 
ITALIAN PEOPLE WHO HAVE MADE SOUTH AUSTRALIA THEIR HOME. AND IN THE NEXT 
TV/O WEEKS, WE WILL BE ABLE TO SEE HOW THEY HAVE ADDED TO THE LIFE OF THEIR 
NEW COUNTRY. 
THE FESTIVAL WILL BE A SHOW PLACE OF ITALIAN ACHIEVEMENT, NOT ONLY IN 
ITALY BUT HERE IN AUSTRALIA. THERE WILL BE FAMOUS ARTISTS WHO HAVE COME 
FROM ITALY TO ADELAIDE ESPECIALLY FOR THE CELEBRATIONS, AND THERE WILL BE 
ARTISTS FROM WITHIN OUR OWN ITALIAN COMMUNITY. THE COMBINATION WILL BE 
A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE. 
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THE WHOLE RANGE OF ITALIAN LIFE WILL BE HERE FOR US TO ENJOY, FROM THE 
CARE-FREE SAGRA NEXT SUNDAY TO THE RATHER QUIETER - SOME WOULD SAY SOLEMN 
PACE OF VERDI'S REQUIEM, WHICH I'M GOING TO TONIGHT. 
IT'S GOING TO BE A GREAT FESTIVAL, AND I'M SURE ITS SUCCESS WILL MAKE IT 
A REGULAR EVENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, WHICH IS ALREADY THE FESTIVAL STATE. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ORGANISERS AND LET'S ALL ENJOY OURSELVES. 
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